
 
            

                The lighting of the Great Pumpkin Mountain opens the annual PumpkinFest at the Pony Express National Museum in St. Joseph. 
                                                               – photo courtesy of the St. Joseph Convention & Visitors Bureau and the Missouri Division of Tourism 

 
MISSOURI ARTS COUNCIL ▪ OCTOBER 2013 

October Shows, Stories, and Sounds 

That’ll Give You the Shivers 
 

by Barbara MacRobie 
 

Vampires, ghosts, zombies, and ghouls are prowling Missouri. They’re slinking across stages and 

screens—infesting festivals—invading concert halls and parks. Forewarned is forearmed! Here’s 

your guide to the artful scares, many of them annual events, lurking around our state.    

 

Fanciful Festivals 
 

Fall foliage at the peak of its glory is the brilliant backdrop for Missouri’s harvest and Halloween 

festivals. These three especially feature the arts—and the season’s patron squash. 

 
Friday-Sunday, October 11-13  ▪  Oct. 11, 5-9 p.m.; Oct. 12, 10 a.m.–9 p.m. Oct. 13, noon–5 p.m. 

PumpkinFest 
St. Joseph  |  Pony Express National Museum and Patee Park 

▪ ponyexpress.org and 816-279-5059 or  800-530-5930 
 

With the flip of an electric switch, more than 800 locally hand-carved 

pumpkins burst into light at 8 o’clock on the opening night of the 

National Pony Express Museum’s annual PumpkinFest. This free 

family arts festival has been illuminating the St. Joseph autumn scene 

on the second weekend of October for 18 years. Through artifacts 

and “you are there” interactive exhibits, the museum tells the tales 

of the riders who set out from St. Joseph to gallop 2,000 miles to 

http://www.missouriartscouncil.org/
http://ponyexpress.org/pumpkinfest/


California. At the festival, entertainment is nearly continuous on two stages. Artists also roam the grounds. 

Some of the performers this year are storyteller Will Stuck, magician B.J. Talley, the Baker Family playing 

bluegrass, the Missouri Rebels Band playing country and rock, the Jeff Lux Band playing blues and soul, 

and the juggling, mime, and magic of Jay & Leslie’s Laughing Matters. On Saturday afternoon during Will 

Stuck’s stories, the Museum and the St. Joseph Public Library are giving children free books. “Schoolmarm” 

Kathy Ridge will be running the Museum’s latest addition, an 1860-style one-room schoolhouse. Arts and 

crafts, pony rides, a petting zoo, games, a costume parade, and carnival rides round out the celebration.  

  
Saturday-Sunday, October 12-13  | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.   

Hartsburg Pumpkin Festival 
Hartsburg  |  Downtown 

▪ hartsburgpumpkinfest.com and 573-864-1886 
 

No fall festival has more impact on its 

community than this one. The village of 

Hartsburg on the bluffs of the Missouri 

River is tiny—by the 2010 census, the 

population is 103. But the festival, now 

in its 21st year, draws as many as 

50,000 people. The first fest in 1991 

promised “outstanding arts and crafts, 

musical entertainment, Halloween 

decorations, and tens of thousands 

of pumpkins.” That’s still the magic 

formula. The nonprofit organization 

that runs the event earned the 2004 

Innovator Award from the Missouri 

Division of Tourism.  

 
Saturday, October 19  ▪  2-6:30 p.m.  

Mystic Pumpkin Festival 
Independence  |  Englewood Station Arts District 

▪ englewoodstation.com and 816-833-7770 
 

The annual festival, now in its 10th year, has become 

a beloved tradition in the historic trolley-stop district 

on the west side of Independence. The afternoon 

features street entertainers, festive food, and games 

for children. When darkness falls, right at 6:30 p.m., 

the Haunted Fire Truck Rides begin. The rides are 

highlighted by a 15-minute musical skit created by 

a local group of arts district friends called The 

Englewood Players. This year’s mini-show is Come 

See What’s on the Slab! The new monthly newsletter 

includes a map of the district and descriptions of its 

galleries, shops, services, and eateries.  

 
 

 

Captain Jack Sparrow and Davy Jones, characters in the 
Pirates of the Caribbean movies, visit Englewood Station. 

http://www.hartsburgpumpkinfest.com/
http://www.englewoodstation.com/#!mystic-pumpkin-festival/cw0d
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e0a0df_52e79580175079e108d31010300debf5.pdf


Theatrical Thrills   
 

“Comes alive on stage” takes on a whole new meaning when you’re talking about zombies. 

You’ll vivify your imagination with these shivery plays, puppet shows, and films.  

 

Friday-Saturday, October 4-5  ▪  7:30 p.m. 

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
Waynesville  |  Pulaski Fine Arts Association at Theatre on the Square 

▪ pfaa-tots.webs.com and 573-855-6625 
 

The first weekend in October boasts the Pulaski Fine Arts Association’s final performances of Robert 

Louis Stevenson’s classic tale of a doctor whose experiments with splitting his personality have disastrous 

results. Veteran director Steven Woolsey, who gave PFAA’s Frankenstein last season a steampunk vibe, is 

taking the style for the Stevenson show from graphic literature. The all-volunteer PFAA has been producing 

theater for the Waynesville/St. Robert/Ft. Leonard Wood community since 1996. 

 
Wednesday, October 9 – Sunday, October 27  ▪  29 shows, various times 

Dracula: The Journal of Jonathan Harker 
Kansas City  |  The Coterie Theatre at Crown Center 

▪ thecoterie.org and 816-474-6552 
 

 A young English lawyer is sent by his firm into the 

wilds of Transylvania to assist a nobleman with 

buying a British estate. It seems a simple if exotic 

assignment. But gradually Jonathan Harker realizes 

that under his client’s aristocratic charm lurks a 

frightful secret—and not only his life but his sanity, 

his soul, and those he loves are in mortal peril. 
 

The entire story of Bram Stoker’s unsurpassed 

vampire novel is told in this one-hour, one-actor 

tour de force written by Jim Helsinger. Zachary 

Andrews, a graduate of the University of Missouri-

Kansas City acting program who has performed 

with The Coterie before, plays Jonathan, Dracula, 

and a dozen other characters. “Zach is physically 

an adventurous performer,” said Jeff Church, who 

is directing the show, “and he will usher us through 

the terrors by use of a steampunk playground we’ve 

constructed for him. At times, he’ll literally be over 

the heads of the audience.” 
 

Unlike most stage and movie adaptations, this 

one sticks closely to the language and structure 

of Stoker’s novel, which is told through diary entries 

and letters. “It is a marvel that Jim Helsinger’s,                                                                                          

                                                                                         adaptation moves so quickly and yet is so faithful 

                                                                                         to the legendary source material,” said Zachary. 
 

The show is part of THE COTERIE SPARKS, the preteen/young adults series of Coterie, Kansas City’s 

professional Equity theatre dedicated especially to serving families and young audiences.  

 

  Zachary Andrews as Jonathan Harker and Count Dracula 
  In Dracula: The Journal of Jonathan Harker 
  – photo by Zachary Andrews 

http://pfaa-tots.webs.com/apps/calendar/
http://thecoterie.org/performance/dracula-journal-jonathan-harker#.UktMWdKsiSp


Thursdays-Saturdays, October 10-November 2  ▪  8 p.m. 

Night of the Living Dead 
St. Louis  |  New Line Theatre at Washington University South Campus Theatre 

▪ newlinetheatre.com and 314-773-6526 or 314-534-1111 (Metrotix) 
 

“No dancing zombies. Just 

pure dread.” That’s what 

New Line Theatre promises 

when “the bad boy of 

musical theatre” opens its 

23rd season of cutting-

edge, grown-up musical 

shows with a thriller based 

on the 1968 George 

Romero film. This new 

stage adaptation has had 

only one other production, 

so “New Line is very proud 

to present the regional 

premiere and the first 

professional production of 

this thrilling new work,” 

says Artistic Director Scott 

Miller. “There is stuff in the 

                                                                                                                               show that scares the actors 

                                                                                                                               when it happens!” 

 
Saturday, October 19  ▪  10 p.m. 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer Staged Parodies: Superstar 
Springfield  |  A Class Act Productions at 

The Skinny Improv 

▪ facebook.com/buffyonstage and 417-766-3139 
 

From 1997 to 2003, a young Californian battled the 

forces of darkness in episode after episode of Buffy 

the Vampire Slayer. Joss Whedon’s acclaimed TV 

series lives again in what’s become a Springfield 

tradition. Once every month, except for May and 

December, local actors band together under the 

direction of George Cron to stage Buffy parodies. 

Coming up on October 19 is the 17th episode of 

Season 4, Superstar.  
 

A native New Yorker who has been acting and 

directing professionally for more than 30 years, 

Cron is an independent acting coach and an adjunct 

professor at Drury University and Ozarks Technical 

 

 

 

 

 

The cast of New Line Theatre’s Night of the Living Dead. Left to right, Joseph McAnulty, 
Zachary Allen Farmer, Sarah Potter, Marcy Wiegett, Mary Beth Black, Mike Dowdy 
 – photo by Jill Ritter Lindberg  

From the poster for A Class Act Productions’ Buffy show 
this September: The Zeppo, Season 4, Episode 4. Curtis 
Harrington is Buffy’s friend Xander Harris. Christine 
Bass is Faith, a Rogue Slayer. Curtis is also writing the 
script adaptations. 

http://www.newlinetheatre.com/notldpage.html
http://www.facebook.com/buffyonstage


Community College. “I had some students who were doing staged readings of movies they liked,” he 

remembers. “I thought, what a neat idea to do that with TV.” His theater troupe, A Class Act Productions, 

has parodied The Twilight Zone and Star Trek: The Original Series, “and we’re considering the old Batman 

series with Adam West,” George said. Buffy, though, is the mainstay, even surviving the loss last month of 

the troupe’s regular venue when the Canvas Art Gallery shut its doors. The October show will go on at The 

Skinny Improv comedy club. 
 

The troupe ranges from stage-struck newbies to actors with years of experience. Local authors write the 

scripts. “Sometimes somebody just emails us and says, ‘I’d like to be in that show,’” George said. “We’ll 

say, ‘Sure, do you want to be a vampire? We’re low on vampires.’ 
 

“We fly by the seat of our pants. People can hold onto their scripts in a performance. We have just four to 

five rehearsals, and then it’s, okay here we go! We’re silly and light-hearted—and cheap!” Tickets are $5.   
 

“We’re the longest running serial theater in Missouri!” George proclaims. “Okay…probably the only one.”  

 
Wednesday, October 23  ▪  6:30 p.m. 

Sound of Nothing with filmmaker Chris Grega 
St. Louis  |  Central Library 

▪ slpl.org and 314-241-2288 
 

A father and daughter 

struggle with life and un-

death in a post-apocalyptic 

world in the new movie by 

Chris Grega, who will be on 

hand for the screening at the 

main branch of the St. Louis 

Public Library. Sound of 

Nothing debuted July 18 

at the annual St. Louis 

Filmmakers Showcase. 

“It has some American 

Western overtones,” Grega 

said in an interview with 

Y101-FM. “With zombies, of 

course! Because everything 

                                                                                                                            nowaday’s gotta have 

zombies!” A native of Imperial, Grega shot much of the movie in the northeastern Missouri town of Edina, 

with residents and Truman University students as extras. The trailer is here. The screening is part of the 

Central Library’s Month of the Living Dead that includes other zombie movies and a visit with Bennett Sims, 

author of the new zombie novel A Questionable Shape. You can dig up the details on Zombie Month in 

the October newsletter and the day-by-day calendar of events.  

 
Friday-Saturday, October 25-26  ▪  7 and 9 p.m. 

The Turn of the Screw 
University City  |  Center of Creative Arts 

▪ cocastl.org and 314-725-6555 
 

Are there really sinister spirits stalking the children in her care—or is her lonely imagination creating them? 

Two virtuoso actors perform all the roles in COCA’s production of Jeffrey Hatcher’s contemporary take on 

Henry James’ classic novella. 

                 Robert Strasser as George and Melissa Jordan as his daughter Megan in Sound of Nothing 

http://www.slps.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpFB_y3rWjI
http://www.slpl.org/pdf/newsletters/cio201310.pdf
http://www.slpl.org/events/calendar.asp?gotoDate=20131030&selectedEventType=Public%20Events
http://orders.cocastl.org/single/psDetail.aspx?psn=1255


Saturday, October 26  ▪  11 a.m. 

Scooby-Doo! and the Goblin King 
Rolla  |  Leach Theatre, Missouri Institute of Science and Technology 

▪ leachtheatre.mst.edu and 573-341-4219 
 

The Leach Theatre’s annual Family Film Festival Series opens with Scooby, Shaggy, and the rest of the 

Mystery, Inc. gang meeting monsters, magicians, fairies, and goblins who turn out to be much more than 

costumed imposters. The voice talent of this 75-minute direct-to-video movie includes Lauren Bacall, Tim 

Curry, Wallace Shawn, and Jay Leno. For even more fun, lunch and craft activities are available in the 

lobby after the show. 

 
Saturday, October 26  ▪  11 a.m. & 2 p.m. 

The Teeny-Tiny Woman & Other Halloween Tales 
 

Englewood Station Arts District, 

Independence  |  Puppetry Arts Institute 

▪ hazelle.org and 816-833-9777 
 

There are no fears, just fun in this gentle 

children’s show. Puppeteer Peter Allen from 

Parasol Puppets in Jamesport shows himself 

to the audience in the beginning of the 

performance and encourages even the littlest 

ones to participate. Allen is one of many local, 

national, and international puppeteers who 

perform in the Puppetry Arts Institute’s 

monthly shows. A tour of the Puppetry 

Institute’s museum is included with the 

performance. Founded in 2000, the Institute 

also features puppet making workshops,  

 
Thursday-Saturday, October 24-26  ▪  Oct. 24, 8 p.m.; Oct. 25-26, 10 p.m. 

The Rocky Horror Show 
Joplin  |  Joplin Little Theater 

▪ joplinlittlehtheatre.org and 417-623-3638 
 

White Wood Theatrics brings their production of the original stage version of the musical that later became 

a cult movie classic to Joplin for a special fundraiser event to benefit Joplin Little Theatre, the longest 

running totally community-funded community theater west of the Mississippi. 

 
Fridays-Sundays, October 25–November 3  ▪  7 p.m. 

Please Remain Calm 
O’Fallon  |  O’Fallon TheatreWorks at O’Fallon Municipal Center 

▪ ofallon.mo.us and 636-474-2732 

A farm family in 1950s Indiana battles zombie attacks in this original play by local author Carole Lanham. 

O’Fallon TheatreWorks has been part of the community since 2001. Annual productions are a musical in 

the spring and a drama or comedy in the fall. Please Remain Calm fires on both fall cylinders, being “part 

scary, part comedy, definitely tongue-in-cheek, and totally fun!” 

 

http://leachtheatre.mst.edu/familyfilmseries/familyfilmseries/index.html
http://www.hazelle.org/performances.html
http://www.parasolpuppets.com/
http://joplinlittletheatre.org/?doing_wp_cron=1380646206.8433270454406738281250
http://www.ofallon.mo.us/parks&rec/ofallontheatreworks


Thursday, October 31  ▪  7 p.m. 

Screenland at the Symphony: The Phantom of the Opera 
Kansas City  |  Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts 

▪ kcsymphony.org and 816-471-0400 
 

The giant screen of Helzberg Hall and the sonic  

splendor of the Julia Irene Kauffman Casavant Organ 

do spellbinding justice to Lon Chaney’s iconic portrayal 

of the tormented musician who haunts the Paris Opera 

catacombs. Internationally renowned organist and 

composer Aaron David Miller plays his original sound- 

track for the 1925 silent film. This year, the Kansas City 

Symphony has partnered for the first time with Screenland 

Theatres to add the power of live music to classic film. 

The Symphony itself played the soundtrack for the shows 

in May that highlighted scenes from Alfred Hitchcock and 

Rodgers and Hammerstein movies (though not together 

on the same program!).  

 
Bewitching Orchestras 
 

Imagine Psycho without Bernard Herrmann’s spiky violins. Not nearly as terrifying! Music provides 

such sweet scares that several Missouri orchestras are syncing their October 2013 concerts to 

Halloween. Even the youth concerts that the Saint Joseph Symphony plays just for schoolchildren 

are taking advantage of the timing. “We generally have our school concerts on Thursdays,” said 

Managing Director Ann Brock, “so we thought we’d perform on October 31 and make it a fun day 

for the kids. They can wear costumes. The orchestra will be wearing costumes as well.” Musicians 

in Springfield, St. Charles, Town & Country, and Liberty are likewise shedding their black and 

white for fantastical garb and inviting their audiences to dress in disguises. 

 

Saturday, October 19  |  2:30 p.m. 

Spooky Symphony, Springfield Symphony Orchestra 
Springfield  |  Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts 

▪ springfieldmosymphony.org and 417.864-6683 
 

Ever since the Springfield Symphony 

Orchestra began their Spooky 

Symphony concerts in 2006, these one-

hour matinees have been free. As well 

as welcoming individual families, “we 

invite a bunch of charitable groups, 

assisted living homes, boys and girls’ 

clubs—I have a whole list,” Marketing 

Manager Jeana Varney told us. 
 

Under the baton of newly appointed 

Music Director and Conductor Kyle 

Wiley Pickett, this year’s program takes 

a once-upon-a-time twist, with music 

evoking fairy tales and legends such 

as Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake ballet. 

https://tickets.kcsymphony.org/single/psDetail.aspx?psn=5960
http://saintjosephsymphony.org/index.cfm/pageid/18#Youth_Concerts
http://www.springfieldmosymphony.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&layout=item&id=63&Itemid=100


And for the first time, the concert will also feature a short story with orchestral accompaniment—the result 

of creative education outreach. “We’re working with area schools to ask fourth and fifth graders to write their 

own one-page story,” Marketing Manager Jeana Varney told us. “Our new conductor has done this with his 

past orchestras, and it’s worked really well. The winning story will be read from the stage while the 

orchestra makes spooky sounds to go with it.” 
 

Jeana said that the story will also be played for the three young people’s concerts on October 15. “We’re 

beginning our 79th season, and this is our 44th year of doing those,” she said. “We have 6,000 fourth grade 

children from almost 100 different schools. We play one concert in Branson at the Andy Williams Moon 

River Theatre and two in Springfield at High Street Baptist Church, all on the same day.” 

 
Saturday, October 26  |  7:30 p.m. 

The Haunted Orchestra, Liberty Symphony Orchestra 
Liberty  |  Liberty Performing Arts Theatre 

▪ libertysymphony.org and 816-415-7832 
 

Unlike the Springfield, Town & County, and St. Charles fall shows, which routinely have a Halloween air, 

the Liberty Symphony Orchestra’s kickoff to its 43rd season is special to this year. “Our conductor, Tony 

Brandolino, started out by saying he’d really like to do The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, and it snowballed from 

there,” said Executive Director Cory Unrein. From the first downbeat to the last chord, the program is 

packed with creepy classics. As well as the Dukas piece that started the ball rolling, the orchestra will play 

Mussorgsky’s Night on Bald Mountain, John Williams’ Star Wars Imperial March, Holst’s Mars, the Bringer 

of War from The Planets, Saint-Saëns’ Danse Macabre—and a world premiere, Ichabod Rhapsdy, by 

young local composer Brian Bartling.  
 

A native of Overland Park, Kansas, Brian is a senior at William Jewell College in Liberty who is double 

majoring in music composition/theory and mathematics. He wrote a piece last year for one of the 

orchestra’s young people’s concerts. When the 

orchestra asked him to create a work for The 

Haunted Orchestra, he thought of a story by 

Washington Irving, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.  
 

“I’d read the story when I was a little kid and thought 

it would be a good fit for the concert,” Brian told us. 

“I didn’t even know about the new TV series!” 

Ichabod Crane, the protagonist of Irving’s 1820 

tale, has certainly been transmogrifying in popular 

culture, first into a neurotic but heroic police 

detective in Tim Burton’s 1999 movie, now into a 

noble, sexy demon-hunter in the Fox series. Brian’s 

piece, though, sticks to the original. “He’s a bit of a 

strange character—he’s kind of out there, with some 

off undertones. I’ve described him with a late 

Romanic style with dissonant chords here and there. 

The end of the piece is exciting—it’s a horse chase!” 

—as the hapless Ichabod flees the (purported) 

Headless Horseman.   
 

William Jewell College is a hallmark for Liberty, a 

suburb of Kansas City. Conductor Tony Brandolino 

is on the music faculty, and about a third of the 

orchestra’s members are students. The others are 

community members and professional musicians.  
 

http://www.libertysymphony.org/web/events.aspx?date=10%2f26%2f2013


“The musicians are very excited about getting out of their black tie,” Cory said. “We hope the audience will 

come in costume! We’re even going to have trick-or-treat bags for everyone as they’re exiting the theater.” 

 
Sunday, October 27  ▪  2:30 p.m. 

Halloween Concert, Town & Country Symphony Orchestra 

Town & Country  |  The Principia school, Ridgeway Auditorium 

▪ tscomo.org and 314-330-3457 
 

For the past 10 years, it’s been a tradition for the musicians of the Town & Country Symphony Orchestra to 

dress in costume for their October concert. “At intermission we have a children’s costume parade across 

the stage,” said David Lowell Peek, music director and conductor. This year’s program includes 

Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2 as well as R.W. Smith’s Dante-inspired The Inferno and other works. 

This suburban St. Louis community orchestra, with a history going back to 1953, also encompasses smaller 

ensembles such as the Chamber Orchestra and Brass Choir and gives many free concerts in a variety of 

community locations such as churches, malls, retirement centers, and parks.  

 
Tuesday, October 29  ▪ 7:30 p.m. 

Halloween Concert, St. Charles Symphony Society 
St. Peters  |  St. Peters Cultural Arts Centre, City Hall 

▪ scsymphony.us and 314-330-3457  
 

This program, selected by music director and conductor David Lowell Peek—“Yes, 

that’s me again—I keep busy!” he told us—includes Halloween-y pieces like Saint-

Saëns’ Danse Macabre and highlights from James Newton Howard’s King Kong 

soundtrack, as well as more happy-go-lucky fare. “Children will receive candy 

treats,” David said. “We’re always reaching out to new and young audiences in 

every little way we can. That’s the only way to breed new culture vultures!” 

Founded in 1997 in the historic city of St. Charles across the Missouri from St. 

Louis, the orchestra performs classical and modern repertoire, chamber concerts, 

and a summer pops series.  

 
Spooky Spoken Words 
 

Just as it’s a rare harvest festival where there isn’t a band playing, it’s a rare eerie evening where 

stories aren’t told. Animal lovers exploring the St. Louis Zoo during the annual Boo at the Zoo 

Nights, October 18-30 this year, are regaled with fireside tales of snakes, spiders, and bats. The 

Haunting in the Hollows festival held at Galloway Creek Nature Park every year on October’s third 

Saturday (the 19th for 2013) includes storytelling along with the games, food, and music. There 

are some events, though, where storytelling itself is the star.  

 
Thursdays-Saturdays, October 3-31  ▪  6 p.m. 

Ghostly Tales in Mark Twain Cave 
Hannibal  |  Mark Twain Cave Complex 

▪ visitmo.com, marktwaincave.com and 573-221-1656 
 

You couldn’t ask for a spookier Missouri spot than the cave where Tom Sawyer and Becky Thatcher get 

lost in the climax of Mark Twain’s Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Through October, the master storyteller 

himself—a.k.a. Jim Waddell—will raise his listeners’ hair with his own ghost stories plus folk tales from 

Texas, Alabama, and West Virginia. “I also do a lot on Dr. Joseph Nash McDowell, who owned the cave 

http://tcsomo.org/
http://www.scsymphony.us/
http://www.stlzoo.org/events/calendarofevents/booatthezoonights/
http://www.stlzoo.org/events/calendarofevents/booatthezoonights/
http://www.visitmo.com/haunting-in-the-hollows.aspx
http://www.visitmo.com/ghostly-tales-in-mark-twain-cave.aspx
http://www.marktwaincave.com/


when Samuel Clemens was a little boy,” Jim said. “He was a serious physician who founded the first 

medical school west of the Mississippi. But he placed the corpse of his own daughter in the cave because 

he thought the cave air would petrify her. It’s pretty intense!”  A native of Louisiana, Missouri, who has more 

than 30 years of being Mark Twain under his belt, Jim does five shows a week of The Life and Times of 

Mark Twain at the Cave Complex during the summer months. 

 
Saturday, October 12  ▪  6 p.m. 

Haunting in the Hills: Ozark’s Dark Side 
Alley Spring  |  Alley Mill  

ALTERNATIVE LOCATION:  Eminence  |  Old City Ball Park  

The complete Haunting in the Hills will take place no matter what happens with the federal funding situation. 

Although Alley Mill is part of the Ozark National Scenic Riverways national park and is therefore currently closed, 

the alternative location is only five miles away in Eminence. Call 573-663-2269 for the latest updates.  

▪ ozarkheritageproject.org and 573-663-2269 
 

From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, October 13, Haunting in the Hills 

is a sunny festival of Ozark folklife, with interactive games and crafts, demonstrations from corn shelling to 

mandolin making, clogging and more, plus a rendezvous encampment and music by The Faretheewells 

from nearby Salem and Ellington. From 6 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, though, darkness takes over in stories of 

Ozark tales and superstitions, “shallow graves and lives remembered,” and the search for the mysterious 

Karkaghne Beast. Previously sponsored by Ozark National Scenic Riverways national park but a victim of 

sequestration, Haunting in the Hills is being restored by the new nonprofit Ozark Heritage Project. 

 
Friday, October 18  ▪  7 p.m. 

Halloween Storytelling 
by Marilyn Kinsella   
 

Burfordville  |  Bollinger Mill State 

Historic Site 

▪ mostateparks.com (Bollinger Mill) and 

573-243-4591 
 

A Civil War-era water-powered mill on an 

Ozark stream with a covered bridge and 

family cemetery nearby is the setting for 

Marilyn Kinsella’s supernatural tales 

around a bonfire. “Taleypo” began her 

storytelling career in 1981 while teaching 

in the St. Louis metro area. 

 
Saturday, October 26  ▪  7 p.m. 

Stories by Steve 
Moberly  |  Moberly Area Community College Auditorium 

▪ moberlyarts.org and 660-263-4100, ext. 11262 
 

A veteran of television and community theater as well as storytelling, Kansas Citian Steve Otto curdles 

the blood of his listeners with spectral folk tales from the Ozarks and beyond as well as masterpieces of 

literature like The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe and The Monkey’s Paw by William Hope Hodgson. 

The show is part of the Moberly Area Council on the Arts’ 2013-14 performing arts season. 

   – photo by Allen Gathman on Flickr 

https://www.missouriartscouncil.org/graphics/assets/documents/06bd06a34535.pdf
http://mostateparks.com/event/60776/halloween-storytelling
http://moberlyarts.org/this-season/


Wednesday, October 30  ▪  8 p.m. 

SpookFest Halloween 
Sedalia  |  SpoFest at Fitters Fifth Street Pub 

(upstairs) 

▪ spofest.com and 660-553-4572 
 

“From text and tongue to the world beyond” 

is the motto of the SpoFest arts organization.  

“The heart of any SpoFest event is the reading 

of original pieces by local and occasional guest 

poets,” says James Bryant, who founded 

SpoFest in 2011. “But you can also expect large 

                                                                                            doses of guitar music, theatrics, and  humor!” 

The Halloween SpookFest event also includes a costume contest. SpoFest promotes the writing and 

sharing of poetry through performances all over Sedalia throughout the year. James says that anyone 

wishing to read at SpookFest should just give him a call by October 27.  

 
Other Uncanny Arts Happenings 
 

Even more shuddersome stuff! Tingle your spine with a gallery of monsters, a historically haunted 

cemetery, a patch of artistic pumpkins, and an art tour from a ghost.   

 
Friday, October 4–Saturday, October 26  ▪  Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Folklore by Michael Baird 
Cape Girardeau  |  Arts Council of Southeast MIssouri   

▪ capearts.org and 573-334-9233 
 

Puppets, masks, and monsters: Enter 

the Arts Council’s gallery on Cape 

Girardeau’s historic Main Street during 

October, and you will meet creatures of 

myth, legend, and nightmare from 

folklore around the world. “I love 

monsters—the oral tradition of 

monsters, and how they influence 

our lives. I love sharing them with 

everyone. It’s such a fantastic and 

entertaining way to spend an artistic 

career!” said Cape Girardeau artist and 

Southeast Missouri State University art 

instructor Michael Baird on his video for 

his recent Kickstarter campaign. The 

successful campaign helped him build 

fanciful settings for his puppets in the 

exhibit. “I love to tell the stories about 

creatures like the murderous little 

Redcap, the polite, but dangerous 

Kappa, and the well-meaning, but 

hazardous Imp.” In the exhibit, the artworks are accompanied by a narration describing the stories they 

were born from. “It’s one thing to talk about monsters that everyone knows aren’t real,” Michael said, “but 

it’s an entirely different thing to tell stories about things that people actually believe in.” 

         Debbie Noland at the 2012 SpookFest at Endzone Sports Bar & Grill  

http://spofest.com/
http://www.capearts.org/Michael%20A.%20Baird%20-%20Folklore.aspx
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/813941444/folklore-monsters-and-art-puppets
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/813941444/folklore-monsters-and-art-puppets


Saturday, October 26  ▪  5 p.m. 

Déjà Vu Spirit Reunion 
Ste. Genevieve  |  Memorial Cemetery, Historic District 

▪ historicstegen.org and 573-883-9622 
 

When you encounter first-person living history reenactors in 

historic homes or at battle encampments, that’s one thing. When 

you encounter them standing by “their” gravestones as dusk is 

settling, that’s in quite a different spirit! Lantern-lit tours of 

Missouri’s oldest cemetery, founded in 1787, bring visitors face 

to face with French pioneers, Indians, African-American slaves 

and freemen, senators, craftspeople, victims of a steamboat 

explosion and more. “There’s so much of 18th and 19-century 

Ste. Genevieve left that you can portray a dead person and point 

right to the house you used to ‘live’ in!” said Deborah Cambron, 

who enacts townsperson Marie Villars who lived from 1790 to 

1846.The Foundation for Restoration of Ste. Genevieve hosts the 

annual event. Earlier in the day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., the town 

celebrates its history of 1850-1960 with Rural Heritage Day. 

 
Tuesday, October 29  ▪  5:30 p.m. 

Trick or Treat Through Missouri History 
Columbia  |  Research Center, the State Historical Society of Missouri 

▪ shs.umsystem.edu and 573-882-1187 
 

The “spirit” of Eliza Bingham, the second wife of painter George Caleb Bingham 

who chronicled frontier life along the Missouri River, leads families through the 

“Ghostly Gallery” of Bingham’s works. Trick-or-treaters receive goodies at 

educational stations set up throughout the Research Center, where staff and 

volunteers demonstrate early Halloween traditions, ghostly folklore, wild Missouri 

animals like bats and snakes, fossils, and caves. Brave souls can crawl through the 

“kid’s cave” tunnel made of tables, painted cardboard boxes, and mini-lights. 

 

 
Tuesday, October 29  ▪  6 p.m. 

Halloween Family Fun Night 

Kansas City  |  Kansas City Young Audiences, 

on the campus of St. Teresa’s Academy 

▪ kcya.org and 816-531-4022 
 

This annual free family event features tricks, treats, crafts, 

performances, and the Artful Pumpkins silent auction. “Our 

staff and local artists volunteer to decorate a pumpkin—some 

carved, some painted, some multimedia,” said Marty Arvizu, 

director of marketing and business development. “It’s a lot of 

fun and people can take home a cool pumpkin!” Founded in 

1961, Kansas City Young Audiences helps schools provide arts 

programs in all disciplines for their students and also operates the Community School of the Arts for area 

children. The Artful Pumpkins Auction supports the Community School of the Arts Scholarship Fund. 

    Deborah Cambron as Marie Villars 
                  – photo by Robert Mueller 

Kevin Walsh, security guard in the art department, demonstrates for young visitors to the 
2012 Trick or Treat that the tunnel is fun to travel. – photo by KOMUnews on Flickr 

http://www.historicstegen.org/Calendar.html
http://shs.umsystem.edu/outreach/events/index.shtml#trick
http://www.kcya.org/full_content.php?article_id=289&full=ye


State of Spooky Arts 
 
Burfordville:  Halloween Storytelling 
                        by Marilyn Kinsella 
 

Cape Girardeau:  Folklore by Michael Baird 
 

Columbia:  Trick or Treat Through Missouri History 
 

Eminence / Alley Spring:  Haunting in the Hills 
 

Hannibal:  Ghostly Tales in Mark Twain Cave 
 

Hartsburg:  Pumpkin Festival 
 

Independence:  Mystic Pumpkin Festival 
       The Teeny Tiny Woman & Other Halloween Tales 
 

Joplin:  The Rocky Horror Show 
 

Kansas City:  Dracula: The Journal of Jonathan Harker 
       Halloween Family Fun Night with Artful Pumpkins 
      Screenland at the Symphony: The Phantom of the Opera 
 

Liberty:  The Haunted Orchestra, Liberty Symphony 
 

Moberly:  Stories by Steve 
 

O’Fallon:  Please Remain Calm 
 

Rolla:  Scooby Doo! and the Goblin King movie event  
 

Sedalia:  Spookfest Halloween 
 

St. Charles:  Halloween Concert: St. Charles Symphony 

 

St. Joseph:  PumpkinFest 
 

St. Louis:  Night of the Living Dead 
        Sound of Nothing with filmmaker Chris Grega 
 

Ste. Genevieve:  Déjà Vu Spirit Reunion 
 

Springfield:  Buffy the Vampire Slayer Staged Parodies 
        Spooky Symphony, Springfield Symphony Orchestra 
 

Town & Country:  Halloween Concert, Town & Country 
                               Symphony 
 

University City:  The Turn of the Screw, COCA 
 

Waynesville:  The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde 

 

All photos and graphics are courtesy of the artists and organizations featured unless otherwise indicated. 

 

 

October Shows, Stories, and Sounds That’ll Give You the Shivers was created in October 2013 for the Missouri Arts Council, 
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Connect With Us! 
 

Like us on Facebook for fun with the arts all over Missouri! 
 

Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter, Art Starts Here. 
You’ll be the first to learn about our newest feature article on Missouri arts, and you’ll receive news 

about the arts industry in Missouri plus insider tips on grants, media, arts management and more. 
 

Explore our website, missouriartscouncil.org. 
Among the many resources are the latest on our annual and monthly grants, 

our special programs including the Missouri Arts Awards and Poetry Out Loud, 

the Missouri Touring Performers roster, and job and artist opportunities throughout the state. 

 

http://www.missouriartscouncil.org/
mailto:moarts@ded.mo.gov
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.facebook.com/missouriartscouncil
http://custapp.marketvolt.com/Form/9dxsxu1Ke3/Signup/
http://www.missouriartscouncil.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

